312         SIXTY YEARS IN PUBLIC AFFAIRS

of the abolition of slavery his mind reached a definite con-
clusion, a conclusion on which he could act, but neither too
early nor too late. The Proclamation was issued at a moment
when the exigencies of the war justified its issue as a military
necessity, and when, as a concurrent fact, the public mind was
first prepared to receive it, and to give to the measure the
requisite support

Mr. Lincoln prepared the way for the reorganization of the
government Under him the old order of things was over-
thrown and the introduction of a new order became possible.
Through his agency the Constitution of the United States
has been brought into harmony with the Declaration of In-
dependence. The system of slavery has perished, the insti-
tutions of the country have been reconciled to the principles
of freedom, and in these changes we have additional guaran-
tees for the perpetuity of the Union.

A just eulogy of Mr. Lincoln is a continuing encomium of
the Republican Party. By the election of 1860 he became
the head of that party and during the four years and more of
his official life he never claimed to be better nor wiser than
the party with which he was identified. From first to last
he had the full confidence of the army and of the masses of
the voters in the Republican Party, and of that confidence Mr.
Lincoln was always assured. Hence he was able to meet the
aspirations of rivals and the censures of the disappointed with
a good degree of composure. To the honor of the masses
of the Republican Party it can be said that they never faltered
in their devotion to the President and in that devotion and in
the fidelity of the President to the principles of the party were
the foundations laid on which the greatness of the country
rests.

The measure of gratitude due to Mr. Lincoln and to the
Republican Party may be estimated by a comparison of the
condition of the country when we accepted power in March,